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The liturgy of the Sacrament of Marriage in the Church is full of beautiful symbols and blessings. Discerning this sacrament as a divine calling for you is more crucial than one’s consideration of many well-known social benefits of marriage. The Church believes and teaches marriage as “a special sacrament” for “the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity” [1] and “mutual help and service” between a baptized man and a baptized woman in the unique, life-long partnership of total and mutual self-giving love. Marriage and married love are by their nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring, so that a man and a woman by their union in Christ are “no longer two, but one flesh” (Matt. 19ff) [2]
[1] Liturgy of the Sacrament of Marriage.
[2] Gaudium et Spes, 48.
 Holy Rosary Parish is a very active and vibrant community, and we receive many requests from couples who wish to be married here. Please note the following:
1. Those who live within our parish boundaries, where at least one of the parties is Catholic, have the right to be married at our parish.
2. Register with the parish at least one year before you marry.
3. At least one of you is a registered member at our parish and regularly attends Sunday Mass.
4. The Pastor at the parish you are registered at has completed the wedding interview and has given you permission to marry at our parish. This requires a completed wedding file and signed permission form by the Pastor.
5. To begin the process, please complete the form (page 7) and submit it via email to office@holyrosary.ca. 
These conditions are dictated by Church Law (Canon Law) and requires Catholic weddings take place in the parish of the bride or groom.
Please do not book a venue for your wedding reception until the date for your wedding has been set with the parish.
Archdiocesan guidelines require that the couple contact the parish at least one year in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. However, scheduling a date is still subject to the Pastor’s discretion. Availability of dates at the parish can be limited due to parish events and celebrations and by the volume of weddings that we have. In addition, adequate time must be allowed to meet the requirements for marriage. Many couples have booked the parish a year or two in advance of their proposed wedding date.

Preparing for Your Wedding at the Parish
At the first interview, the Priest will fill out the Prenuptial Inquiry by taking down your basic information and setting your wedding date. If you do not set a date at this meeting, the responsibility will be yours to follow up and ensure a wedding date has been set. Official forms for the wedding will be completed once a date for the wedding has been finalized.
Marriage Instruction/Preparation
It is a requirement of the Archdiocese of Toronto that couples complete an approved marriage preparation program. At the end of the course couples will submit a certificate of completion to the parish office. Holy Rosary typically holds a Marriage Preparation course in September of every year, and course duration is six weeks (you will meet for the program once a week in person). There are several courses of instruction conducted each year in the Archdiocese of Toronto. You will be responsible for making your own arrangements with one of the following if you are not able to attend our course:
Catholic Family Services (Joy-Filled Marriage) – 1155 Yonge St. 2nd floor, Toronto On M4T 1W2, phone 416-921-1163 https://www.cfstoronto.com 
Queen of the Apostles Renewal Centre (Engaged Encounter) – 1617 Blythe Rd. Mississauga On L5H 2C3, phone 905-278-5229 http://www.qoa.ca/ 
*Those who have been married before and/or those couples who are living together must take a specialized course at Catholic Family Services.
Required Documents for Marriage
Form I – Acceptance of Wedding Conditions – this document must be signed in the presence of the Priest at your first interview, prior to your wedding date. The Priest will provide you with the form.
Proof of Baptism – Every Catholic being married must produce a current Record of Baptism, that is, one that has been issued with six months prior the wedding date. The Church of Baptism should be contacted in due time so that you will have the certificate by the second interview (about 2 months before the wedding day).
If one of the parties wishing to be married is baptized Christian, they must submit their baptismal certificate as well, although theirs can be an original copy.
Consent of Parents – If one of the parties wishing to be married is under the age of eighteen, written consent is required of the parents (or guardians).
Previous Marriage – If a previous marriage existed and the former spouse is deceased, an authentic certificate or satisfactory proof of death of the spouse is required. If divorced, a copy of the previous marriage certificate, a copy of the divorce decree, and official confirmation from the proper ecclesiastical court with regard to the dissolution or nullity of the marriage is required.
Note: No wedding date will be booked until it is established that one or both parties is free to re-marry.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is the celebration different if the bride or the groom isn't Catholic?
To maintain consistency across the Archdiocese of Toronto, it is a policy that no Eucharist be celebrated for marriages between a Catholic and a non-baptized person. The celebration of the Eucharist at marriages between a Catholic and a validly baptized non-Catholic is discouraged.

6. Do Bible readings have to be part of the wedding liturgy?
Yes. There are many beautiful passages and themes from the list of the readings for the couple to consider together. Their priest will be able to help them find appropriate readings.

7. We have prepared our own vows and would like to use the ones we prepared at the exchange of vows ceremony. Is this allowed?
No. There are many places for creative choice in the ceremony, but the content of the vows is for the validity of the act of entering marriage and therefore we ask that the given formula be carefully observed.

8. We have selected some well-known and meaningful pieces of music for our wedding. However, our Pastor will not allow us to use them.
In planning your wedding, you must consult the Pastor and the existing policy about music and the securing of musicians on your music selection. The Church has a rich repertoire of beautiful and suitable music and hymns. We are confident that with your Pastor’s help, you will find meaningful pieces of music for such a sacred event as your wedding celebration. Celebrating Matrimony takes place within the context of a liturgical ceremony, which is regulated by the Church.

9. Is it true that the Church doesn't recommend that the bride's father give her away?
Culture and family are very much part of the discussion in terms of the details of the celebration. Your priest will be able to speak to your particular situation.

10. We would like to be married in a Catholic Church in another country. How do we go about it?
The procedure to get married in a Catholic Church in another country or Diocese is similar to getting married locally. Please contact your local Pastor who will prepare you for marriage and instruct you to take the Marriage Preparation Course. The Marriage documents are then 'transferred' to the Parish of marriage in the other country via the Chancery offices of the respective Dioceses involved or by being handed back to you to send to the Diocese which you will be married in, months in advance of your wedding.

11. Could we get permission to marry outside the Catholic Church, for example, at a Banquet Hall?
A parish church is the ordinary place for the celebration of a marriage involving two Catholics or a Catholic and a baptized non-Catholic. Since the marriage of two baptized persons is a sacrament, it is not merely a private or familial celebration but also an ecclesial event. The spouses declare their consent before God and the Church and live out that commitment in and with the support of the local ecclesial community. Therefore, this celebration should take place in the parish church. Exceptions are only made when there is a grave and urgent cause such as illness or danger of death.

12. I am Roman Catholic but my spouse-to-be is a non-Christian. To satisfy the wishes of both our families, we would like to have two wedding ceremonies, one at the Roman Catholic Church, and another ceremony to follow or precede, in the non-Christian Church. Is this allowed?
Canon 1127 §3 of the Code of Canon Law forbids a double celebration of the same marriage for the purpose of giving or renewing matrimonial consent.

13. I have been married before in the Catholic Church. I have made arrangements to get married in two months. Can a Catholic Priest marry us as scheduled?
We cannot guarantee that a Catholic priest can officiate your wedding. Generally speaking, betrothed couples are advised to make arrangement with their local Pastor at least one year before their tentatively planned date of marriage. If either of you were previously married, you must disclose that information to your parish priest who will consult the Marriage Tribunal about your situation: the Church maintains that the new union cannot be recognized as valid if the first marriage is valid. In addition, a special second marriage preparation course by Catholic Fam​ily Services of Toronto is mandatory.

14. Can we use Banns or do we have to be married by Marriage Licence?
A couple must be married by Marriage Licence. It is our policy to not publish Banns in the Archdiocese of Toronto.

15. We would like to have our wedding on a Sunday to accommodate our relatives who will be travelling from out of town for our wedding.
According to the particular law of the Archdiocese of Toronto (promulgated since 1971), weddings in the Catholic Church are not allowed to be celebrated on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation (January 1, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God and December 25, the Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ).

Holy Rosary Wedding Guidelines

1. THANKSGIVING OFFERING: The Thanksgiving Offering suggested is $500.00.  Please drop off the stipend for the church with the marriage license to the Parish Office Administrator.  In the case where a couple is approved to have a visiting priest, kindly note that the couple should provide a stipend (that is separate from the Thanksgiving Offering for the church) for the visiting priest which they can deem appropriate.  (Please note: the stipend for the church is for the upkeep of the church – a tax receipt can be issued for the amount.) 

2. THE MARRIAGE LICENSE: Please click on the following link for full instructions on obtaining a marriage License: https://www.ontario.ca/page/getting-married.
The Marriage License is valid for up to three months after issue. It should be dropped off to the Office Administrator no later than one or two weeks before the wedding.

3. THE UPDATED BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES: As mandated by the Archdiocese of Toronto, an updated Baptismal Certificate is needed for the Marriage file. It should be obtained from your parish of baptism no earlier than six months before the wedding (a photocopy/fax is sufficient).   


4. ACCESSIBILITY: Please let us know in advance (office@holyrosary.ca) about any guests with accessibility needs.  Access can be granted to the accessible basement washroom.  

5. FLOWERS: Flowers are allowed in the Church; EXCEPT on the Altar.  The Church will be open one hour before the ceremony, so it is advised that flowers be delivered within this time frame.  Flowers must be taken away immediately after the ceremony, by either the florist or a family member. 

6. BRIDESMAIDS, USHERS & WITNESSES: The couple is welcome to have ushers and bridesmaids and two essential witnesses (usually referred to as “Best Man” and “Maid of Honour”). If children are to be selected for the bridal party, please ensure they are of a suitable age to be able to walk down the aisle without much difficulty. It is not recommended that infants or very young toddlers be in the bridal procession.

7. DRESS CODE: Out of respect for the sacred space and ceremony, brides and bridesmaids must dress appropriately for church, with shoulders covered. Brides who do not comply with this will be provided with a white shawl provided by the pastor prior to the Mass. 

8. CONFETTI & REAL FLOWER PETAL: Are not allowed in the church, parking lot and anywhere on the property.

9. MUSIC: We strongly encourage all couples to use our musicians & singers. Initial contact must be made via the parish office. Please note that fees for the musicians need to be given directly to them. Music at you Wedding must be Sacred in nature.

10. PARKING: Please inform your Wedding guests there is little on-site parking available.  

11. PHOTOGRAPHS/VIDEO: All cameras/video equipment should be stationary during the ceremony. The photographer/videographer can move around as the bride comes in and as the couple leaves. The videographer is to be stationed to the right of the Altar. NO BRIGHT LIGHTS PLEASE. Consultation with Father is required before the commencement of the wedding liturgy.


Marriage Information Sheet

Groom
Full name:
Date of Birth/Age:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:
Occupation:
Baptism Date:
Baptism Place (Church name & City):
Confirmation Date:
Confirmation Place (Church name & City):
Present Parish:
Marital Status (Never Married, Common Law, In First Marriage, Widowed or Divorced):

Bride
Full name:
Date of Birth/Age:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:
Occupation:
Baptism Date:
Baptism Place (Church name & City):
Confirmation Date:
Confirmation Place (Church name & City):
Present Parish:
Marital Status (Never Married, Common Law, In First Marriage, Widowed or Divorced):  
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